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Sacrament of Marriage
Notice of six months is required

REQUIREMENT FOR SACRAMENTS
The basic requirement for the sacraments of First
Communion, Confirmation and Marriage is that you be a
practicing Catholic. One parent must be a practicing Catholic
to present a child for Baptism
Sacrament of Baptism
Please notify the pastor during the pregnancy in order to
schedule sacramental instruction, if necessary.
Sacrament of Penance
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 P.M.
7:15 am - 7:45 am and 5:15 pm – 5:45 pm
before daily Mass or by appointment
Sacrament of the Sick
The sacrament is for anyone you know who has any
continuing or serious illness, or is having surgery and
would like to celebrate this healing sacrament.

Private Mass Schedule for May 4th thru May 9th
Monday…….……...Special Intention
Tuesday………...…..No Mass
Wednesday………...Amy Chenier Kositzke
Thursday…….……..John Fay
Friday….…….…......For the people of our parish
Saturday.….………..Gascon/Schultz Families
Sunday………....…...Mary Ann Marcella

from your pastor
Holy Family Church will have been opened for private prayer as of Friday, 1 May 2020, the Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker,
one of our patrons here. With this step we begin the long walk back to regular celebration of the Holy Eucharist in public and the
other life-giving Sacraments.
Sadly, at this moment I am preparing to leave you for about ten days. Back in the autumn (It seems a lifetime ago.) I was
scheduled for sinus surgery in Grand Rapids. To my great surprise, the surgery is moving forward and I will be heading to Grand
Rapids on Sunday in preparation for surgery on Tuesday, May fifth. I will make my post-operative visit to the surgeon a week
later, May twelfth, before returning home. Please keep me in your prayers, the doctor will be poking around in my head with sharp
things very near my brain.
I have been reading a collection of essays by Father James Schall written between 1968 and 1977, the year I graduated from
high school and the year I was ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. The essays have a fresh timeliness despite being a
decrepit as I am. With this return to an open church with the hope of fewer governmental restrictions, a meditation on one aspect
of tyranny seems appropriate. Over the past two months we have willingly surrendered our civil and religious liberties. We are
drawing near the time for determining whether this surrender of our liberties was justified.
Father Schall begins:
The praise of fallen men, then, is a worship of God. . . . For it is the highest thing we do when all else is done.
And I should like to begin by citing the famous nineteenth century Russian Orthodox writer, Nicholas Gogol, in his
Méditations sur la Divine Liturgie, a dusty old book I found last year up in the library of the Jesuit Villa above Frascati.
I do not want merely to recall that men of other ages and cultures praised the Lord in Office and Liturgy, but also I want
to note how Gogol reminded us that worship of the Lord is what keeps us from hatred too, that worship does have a
place even in our cities, our centers of learning, our very civilization.
The Divine Liturgy is the eternal recommencement of the sublime act of love accomplished for us . . .
That is why whoever wished to progress and to become better ought to attend as often as possible the
divine liturgy and listen to it with attention: for it builds and fashions man imperceptibly. And if society is
not yet corrupted completely, if among men we do not yet breathe a total, implacable hatred, the profound
reason for it returns to the divine liturgy which recalls to man that holy and celestial love for his brother.
Jaques Maritain in a memorable chapter remarked that “ . . . What makes man most unhappy is to be deprived, not
of that which he had, but of that which he did not have, and did not really know.” These remarks are from a reflection
on love and friendship. And what we shall be deprived of is the inner life and love of most people who have ever lived.
We ultimately share in the mystery of very few persons during our years among the human lot. And this is true (this
is, in fact, Maritain’s point) because the richness of creation is beyond what we can ever ourselves comprehend in one
lifetime. That others know what we cannot and will not is the great blessing of the mystery of friendship. The claim to
immediate friendship, the claim that all our thoughts and feelings and loves ought to be open to everyone else, is a
subtle form of totalitarianism. This is why Aristotle once held, and all totalitarian rulers since have practiced, that there
can be no real friendship allowed in a tyranny, nothing of a personal and private nature; that there be no secrets known
to one that are not known to all.
The worship of the Father through the Son in the Spirit is the means by which we can be content that our neighbour
can be left to himself in his own loves and happinesses, which shall not be ours. We must be content that God loves
each person differently, that each friendship contains a mystery that cannot be public. But that is the negative side of
it. The positive side, as it were, is that even the hope of fulfilment for any human friendship cannot be founded on the
friendship itself but only in worship where each one is aware that the person who is our friend loves God first. In this
is our peace and our humility.
If the Mass and the Sacraments are the stuff which forms and completes us to what extent do we embrace a tyranny which
denies us not only the means of our salvation but also the means by which our society, so badly damaged, is rescued as well?
We have much to pray about now that we can return the presence of the Blessed Sacrament to pray!

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
Monday
Acts 11:1-18
Jn 10:11-18

Tuesday
Acts 11:19-26
Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday
Acts 12:24-13:5a
Jn 12:44-50

Thursday
Acts 13:13-25
Jn 13:16-20

Friday
Acts 13:26-33
Jn 14:1-6

Saturday
Acts 13:44-52
Jn 14:7-14

Acts 6:1-7

Sunday
1 Pt 2:4-9

Jn 14:1-12

May 3rd - Cast out all negative thoughts about
yourself today and focus on the gifts you do
have.
May 4th - A gem cannot be polished without friction,
nor the man perfected without trials.
May 5th - He that planteth a tree is the servant of
God, He provideth a kindness for many
generations, And faces that he hath not seen
shall bless him.
May 6th - Our Lord has written the promise of the
resurrection, not only in the Bible, but in
every leaf of springtime.
May 7th - Keeping house is like threading beads on a
string with no knot at the end.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
43 envelopes were returned for Sunday, April 26th
Adults………………………………
Donations….……………………….
General Maintenance………………
Fuel…………………………………
Votive Lights……… ………………
Flowers……………………………..
St. Vincent DePaul Society………..
Total…………………………….…

SPIRIT LIFTERS

$ 3,230.00
200.00
10.00
40.00
298.00
24.00
105.00
$3,907.00

Thanks very much to those of you who have
already sent us your contributions. You are a
lifeline for the survival of the parish.

God does not abandon us
God does not abandon us. Now is the time even more
to gather and pray together with your family at home.
Make your house a little hermitage. Set aside a
prayer-corner where the family can gather for prayer
and where individual family members can take turns
praying in private and quiet.

May 8th - A mother is the only person on earth who
can divide her love among ten children and
each child still have all her love.
May 9th - There is nothing human so dependable, so
irresistible, so unselfish as true mother
love.

St. Vincent de Paul Corner News
For more information about the Holy Family
Conference contact Cindy Hurthibise at 384-6927.
Saint Vincent de Paul is still helping individuals and
families with emergency food and financial
needs. Even though the Service Center is closed,
requests can be made by calling the following numbers:
Pantry: 789-1434 ext. 3; M,W,F 10am – 2pm
Non Pantry assistance:
Monday: 241-5005 10am – 2pm
Wednesday: 241-4957 10am - 2pm
Friday: 241-4885 10am – 2pm
The warehouse is still accepting items. They are
temporarily allowing people to leave donations at the
back warehouse door, preferably during the days of the
pantry hours above. They are in need of many
household items.
Also, anyone wishing to make monetary donations may
do so by mailing a check to:
SVdP Service Center, 115 N. 8th Street, Escanaba.

Here are a few resources to help you:
Masses

May

Livestreaming of WNOA’s radio broadcast of 10:30
a.m. (Eastern) Sunday Mass at St. Peter Cathedral:
wnoaradio.com
Livestreaming and on demand Vatican Masses:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxIsefyl9g9A5S
GWA4FvGIA/
Livestreaming of Masses and other content is
available through EWTN on cable, streaming device
channels such as Roku, Amazon Fire, and online at
ewtn.com/tv/watch-live/united-states . On demand
streaming of Masses is available through EWTN at
video.ewtn.com/daily-mass/
Livestreaming of Masses and other content is
available through Relevant Radio at
relevantradio.com/faith/daily-mass-video/
St. Joseph & St. Patricks Parish, Escanaba are
livingstreaming at
http://www.stjosephstpatrick.com
St. John the Evangelist, Ishpeming
http://www.ishpemingcatholic.com
All Saints Parish, Gladstone
http://www.allsaintsgladstone.org
Daily Mass readings
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Mass
Readings: usccb.org/bible/readings/
Reflection and prayer
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles,
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB), issued a reflection and prayer on
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Reflection and printable
prayer card
For those interested in Eucharist Adoration,
visit www.ewtn.com/catholicism/adoration for a
livestream from the EWTN Eucharistic Adoration
Chapel to join in those praying before the Blessed
Sacrament.

The Month of Mary
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We will strive to imitate the Holy Family: by being a
loving, welcoming, and forgiving community – fully alive
in the Spirit of God; by teaching our children the Gospel
way of life and encouraging them always to share fully in
the life of our parish; by celebrating the Liturgy as a joyful
remembrance of our Lord’s Sacrifice for us; by being a
family of prayer; by respecting all life, and by having our
arms open always to embrace the sick and needy.

Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You
were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

